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How to Play Irish 4 Ball with Stableford Scoring 

 
In this game each player of a four member team plays their own ball throughout the 

tournament. 
 

The game is played in stroke play using a Stableford or modified Stableford scoring system. 
 
For this tournament the scoring will be 

0 pt.  For double bogey and above 
1 pt.  for a bogey 
2 pts. for a par 
4 pts. for a birdie  
8 pts. for an eagle  
 
If your next stroke or putt is for a double bogey, pick up!! One of the primary reasons for this 

format is to increase pace of play. 
 

All four scores of the team members are combined on each hole to determine the team score 
for that hole. 
 

Each team will be given a predetermined score based on the teams combined handicap index.  
 

How a predetermined score is established 

 
A player’s handicap index (HI) is subtracted from 36 (36-HI18=18), giving that player a 

predetermined score of 18. Add all four players predetermined scores to come up with the team score. 
 
The team coming closest to or exceeding their predetermined score by the highest amount will 

be declared the winner. Second and third place will follow. In the case of a tie the score on the #1 
handicap hole will be the tie breaker. 
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